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The U.S. Department of Commerce announced today that total sales of re-
tail stores in January were estimated at $21.9 billion. Statistics prepared
by the Department's Bureau of the Census show that this advance figure, after
ad justment for seasonal and holiday variations and trading day differences,
but not for price changes, was about 1 percent below the December level but
8 percent above January 1965,

The Office of Business Economics noted that, after adjustment, sales of
both durable and nondurable goods stores fell 1 percent in January. Sales by
most major lines of trade were lowered or unchanged from the December levels,
except for the general merchandise group where sales rose.

The January sales figures are based on a monthly survey of the
Bureau of the Census conducted in cooperation with a representative
cross-section of about 2,500 retail firms, which, in total, operate
some 48,000 stores in the United States. The firms which are cooperat-
ing in the early reporting of sales are part of a larger sample group
which furnishes figures at a later date. The advance estimates are
subject to revision by estimates subsequently derived from the full
sample.

The revision of the total seldom exceeds 1.5 percent and for the
past year has averaged 1.0 percent. For individual kind-of-business
groups, revisions have been greater, ranging on the average from 0.8
percent for drug and proprietary stores to 3.2 percent for the lumber,
building, hardware, farm equipment group.

(more)

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, Annual subscription to Current Retail Trade Reports
(Weekly Retail Sales Report, Advance Monthly Retail Sales Reporr, Monthly Retail Trade Report, and Annual Retail Trade Report sold as a single
subscription)$6.00. Single copies, available only from the Bureau of the Census, 10¢ each,



ADVANCE RETAIL SALES FOR JANUARY 1966
Table 1. SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND-OF-BUSINESS GROUP

(NOT ADJUSTED for seasonal variations or trading day differences)

Sales (millions of dollars)
1
Kind-of-business group 966 1965
Januaryl December? January

Retail stores, total*.cieeessecececnces 21,917 30,923 20, 581

Durable-goods stores, total%....eeeeeases 6,915 8,982 6,605

Nondurable-goods stores, total®.iiecsess. 15,002 21,941 13,976

Fbod g‘ro@.........‘......................... 5,624 6,653 5,300

GroCery StOIreSescsccccecsrascsscoscscossses 5,144 6,080 4,868

Fating and drinking placeS.csescceccscecnccns 1,648 1,821 1,575

General merchandise groUP.ccecsseccsccccscssse 2,391 5,677 2,123

Department stores.ceecccesscocsccocccccenss 1,587 3,717 1,400

Apparel gro@.ll.l.l...l..I...Il.l.lllllll... 1’007 2,431 1,081

Furniture and appliance grouP.eccescccscescsse 1,060 1,636 961

Lumber, building, hardware, farm equip. group 1,040 1,453 - 930

Athmotive goup.o.oooo.o.'o.oooo.oll.looo..oo 4,291 4,789 4,237

Gasoline service stationS.cececescsccscecacsns 1,749 1,905 1,676

Drug and proprietary storeSececesssccsscescess 769 1,107 718
See footnotes below table 2. Source: Bureau of the Census

Table 2., SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND-OF-BUSINESS GROUP
(ADJUSTED - for seasonal variations and trading day differences?)

Percentage Percentage
change, Sales change,
January 1966 December 1965
Kind-of -business group fTrom—- (millions of dollars) from--
Dec. |Jan. 1966 1965 1964 |Nov. | Dec.
1965 11965 Jan.l | Dec.? Nov.3 | pec. (1967 |[1964

Retail stores, total®.....| -1 | +8 |24,855 | 25,130 | 24,640 | 22,757| +2 | +10

Durable-goods stores,total®...| -1 | +6 8,224 8,289 | 8,050 7,5671 +3 | +10
Nondurable-goods stores,total® -1 }|+10 ] 16,631 16,841 | 16,590 | 15,190| +2 +11

FOOd gI‘o.u-p..oooo....oo.ooo.l.'l...‘lo.o...oo.o...ilOOO 6,038 5,785 5,411 +4 +12
Eatmg aI‘d drinkmg placeS.o.oooo.ooooooooooa...oo...u' 1,816 1,824 1,6’74 0 +8

General merchandise groUpP..cesescessscccsscesscsscceed 3,115 3,192 2,852 -2 +9
Apparel groUPeceecsecscscssssccssnssscssasncsssneneass 1,3601 1,350 1,2751 +1 +7
Furniture and appliance groUPiecssercecsscssccsconscseasd 1,221 1,246 1,138 -2 +7
Lumber, buillding, hardware, farm equipment group...... 1,540| 1,430 1,257 +8 +23
Automotlve grouP.ceececcssescssssescrccnnseassnncnceasd 4,882 4,716 4,593 +4 +6
Gasoline service statlonSeeecescscecvececssssseessesed 1,8531 1,882 1,739 -2 +7
Drug and proprietary stOre€S.ccceescsceccsasccscacsensd 842 820 7341 +3 +15
1 Advance sample estinates. 2 Advance estimates revised.

Preliminary estimates from full sample.
Totals include data for kinds of business not shown separately.

Data adjusted ¢ - iati 1 : :
by a new me%hog. or seasonal variations and trading day differences have been derived
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